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fqqs ?W ®Tq% <17 <RT 7 ^ 5 t^ 7 tI 7 4 sftWIW St wqfttqt <iqM 3 qSt 5 t 777 <jaT^ I 
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MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE & RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
(Department of Rural Development) 

New Delhi, the 23rd September, 1985 
NOTIFICATION 

G.S.R. 762 (E) :—The following draft of the Tea Grading and Marking Rules, 1985 which the Central 
Government proposes to make, in exercise of the powers conferred by section 3 of the Agiicultural Produce 
(Grading and Marking) Act, 1937(1 of 1937), is hereby published, as required by the said section, for the 
Information of all persons likely to be affected thereby, and notice is hereby given that the said draft will be taken 
into consideration on or after the expiry of fortyfive days from the date of publication of this notification in the 
Official Gazette. 

Any objections or suggestions which may bo received from any person with respect to the said draft within 
a period of fortyfive days as specified above will be considered by the Central Government 

DRAFT RULES 

1. Short-title and application:—(1) These rules may be called the Tea Grading and Marking Rules, 1985. 

(2) They shall apply to the tea other than Kangra Valley Tea, derived from tlie plant of Camellia genus and 

its species grown in India; 

2. Definitions :—‘In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires :— 

(a) "Agricultural Marketing Adviser" means the Agricultural Marketing Adviser to the Government of 
India; 

(b) "Authorised packer” means a person or a body of persons who has been granted a certificate of 
authorisation under rule 3 of the General Grading and Marking Rules. 1937 in relation to tea; 

(c) “Schedule” means the Schedule appended to these rules. 

3. Grade designation !—The grad e designation to indicate the quality of the tea shall be as set out in 
column 1 of Schedule I. 

4. Definition of quality :—The quality indicated by each grade designation shall be as set out in coliunns 2 to 
9 of Schedule L 

5. Grade designation mark ;—(1) The grade designation mark shall consist of a label supplied . by the 
Agricultural Marketing Adviser specifying the grade designation and bearing a design consisting of an outline 
map of India with the word “AGMARK” and the figure of the rising sun with the words "Produce of India” 
and “*rT^w resembling the mark as sot out in Schedule II. 

(2) The size of the grade designation mark in the form of a replica shall be reduced according to the size 
of the container as per the design given in Schedule HI and approved by the Agricultural Marketing Adviser 
or any other officer authorised by him. 

6. Method of packing:—(I) Tea shall be packed in such a manner so as to allow it to retain its freshness. 

(2) Tea shall be packed in pack-sizes of 25 gms., 50 gms„ 200 gms,, 500 gms., 1 Kg and thereafter in 
multiples 1 kilogram. 

(3) Where the net weight is above 5 kilograms, tea shall be packed in sound and clean new cloth bags with 
TClythene lim'ng or wooden cases or chests constructed from strong plywood boards lined with aluminium foil of 
0.25 mm 10 per cent thickness or tin containers or in such other manner as may be approved by the Agricultural 
Marketing Adviser. 

(4) VTierc net weight is 5 kilograms or less, tea shall be pakced in polythene bags of paper bags or tin 
ootainers in such a manner as may be approved by the Agricultural Marketing Adviser. 

(5) In All cases, the container shall be free from any insect infestation, fungus attack, rodent contamination 
and also from any undesirable smell. 

(6) The container shall be securely closed and sealed in a manner prescribed by the Agricultural Marketing 
Adviser. 

(7) Each package shall contain tea of the same grade designation only. 

7. Method of marking:—(1) The grade designation mark shall be securely affixed to every container in a 
manner approved by the Agricultural marketing Adviser or any other officer authorised by him. 

(2) In addition to the grade designation mark, the following particulars shall be clearly and indeliblv 
marked on the label and/or container; 

(a) Serial number of the lot; 

(b) Name of packer; 







6 


THE GAZETTE OF INDIA ; EXTRAORRDINARY 


[Part II—S ec 3(1)] 


(c) Place of packing; 

(d) Date of packing; 

(e) Net weight; and 

(f) Any other particular, as may be specified by the Agricultural Marketing Adviser from time to time. 

(3) An authorised packer may, after obtaining the prior approval of the Agricultural Marketing Adviser or any 
otiier officer authorised by him in this regard, mark his private trad e mark on a container in a manner appro¬ 
ved by the said officer, provided that the private trade mark shall not represent quality or grade of the tea different 
from that indicated by the grade designation mark afiixed on the centainer in accordance with these rules, 

SCHEDULE—I 
(See rule 3 and 4) 

Grade designation and definition, of quality of Tea* 


Trade Definition of quality 

Designations - 

Special Requirements 



Total ash 
per cent 
by weight 

Total ash 
soluble in 
boiling 

distilled water, 
per cent by 
weight 
(minimum) 

Ash insoluble 
inHCL 
per cent by 
weight 
(maximum) 

Water 
soluble 
extract 
per cent by 
weight 
(minimum) 

Alkalanity 
of soluble 
ash expressed 
as K,'- 
per cent by 
weight 

Crude fibre 
per cent by 
weight 
(Maximum) 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Special 

5.0 

(Minimum) 

40.0 

0.5 

35.0 

1.0 

(Minimum) 

13.0 

Standard 

7.0 

(Maximum) 

40.0 

1.0 

32.0 

2.2 

(Maximum) , 

16.0 





General Requirements 

Loss in mass at 

103"C, per cent by 
weight (Maximum) 
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9 

7.0 

7.0 

Tea shall:— 

(1) be the product derived exclusively from leves buds and tender stems of plant of 
the genus Camellia and its species known to be suitable for tea making; 

(2) be brownish-black, or jet black in colour and reasonably free from blistered, chophy, 
stalky, grey leaves and fairly free from hard stalks and fibre; 

(3) be free from impurities, any extraneous matter, mould, dead or live insects, rodent 
contamination, added colour and flavour, exhausted tea leaves, off flavour and any 
other deleterious substances; 

(4) produce a liquor having fresh, clear, pleasant, characteristic taste and flavour with 
fair colcur, briskness, body and strength, free from taint. The infusion shall bo 
neither brown dark nor green in colour; 


(5) On sieving 50 gms (of tea) in a Simen Laborat(»y sifter on IS 500 micron sieve for 
two minutes, not more than 4 per cent of material by weight shall pass through, 

♦Shall not apply to tea commercially known as Kangra Valley Tea produced in Kangra Valley and its 
adjoining area, Mandi (H.P.), Dchradun (Uttar Piadosb) and Badaga (Nilgiris) which has been defined under the 
Kangra Tea Grading and Marking Rules, 1975. 
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Noto : (1) The limits specified under columns2, 5 and 7 are on dry weight basis, i.o. after drying the tea to a cons* 
tant weight at lOO’C* 

(2) Water soluble extract is the extract obtained by boiling dry tea with 100 parts of distilled water for 
one hour under reflux. 

Definitioiis : 

Blistered: are those tea leaves afibcted duiring manufacturing process due to over heating. 

Chophy ; are the tea leaves excessively cut during manufacturing. 

Stalky : means tea containing an abnormal amount of stalks which is undesirable from the appearance 
piont of view. 


SCHEDULE~n 
[See rule 5(1)] 

Design for the grade designation mark 
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